
Submission from Dr Michael Condon 
 
To The Committee Clerk. 
 
Dear Sir / Madam, 
 
As an alumnus of the University of St Andrews I am extraordinarily concerned by the 
provisions of the proposed Higher Education Governance Bill. I was an 
undergraduate of St Andrews between the years 1956 and 1962. I vividly remember 
the travails of the university of the late 1960s and 1970s during which time the very 
existence of the university was threatened. By the skill and very hard work of a 
succession of gifted Principals the university pulled itself up by the bootstraps and is 
now the foremost university in Scotland and frequently in third to fifth place in the UK 
rankings. It also has high rankings in the international universities' arena. These 
opportunities for display of extraordinary initiative and progress will be severely if not 
totally curtailed by the provisions of the proposed bill.  
 
The new legislation will also enforce greater consistency among institutions, and 
thereby reduce their ability to adopt individual strategies.  It will burden universities 
and the public purse with extra regulation and bureaucracy that will stifle enterprise 
and jeopardise the positive contribution that universities, such as St Andrews, make 
to the economy. In my view the bill is simply unnecessary. 
 
In summary the deleterious effects on the University of St Andrews can be stated as: 

     the autonomy of the University will be greatly weakened and it will be 
vulnerable to direct political influence; 

     its academic reputation will suffer; 

     it will lose its edge, in a global market, to attract the best students, the best 
academic staff and funding; 

     this will be bad for St Andrews, for Scottish higher education, for the 
economy, for the country; 

     it is unnecessary. 

I trust my views and the views of other alumni and concerned persons will be taken 
into account when the bill is presented for discussion. 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Dr Michael Condon, OBE. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


